The Documentary Songwriting Method
A Video Overview

These videos feature DocSong’s founder, Malcolm Brooks, guiding each step of the Documentary Songwriting
Method. They are designed to support teaching artists in real time—offering practical examples of how to move

from story to song while centering the storyteller’s voice, language, and pace.

You can watch them in sequence for a full overview, or return to specific steps as needed during your facilitation.

An Introduction to the Documentary Songwriting Method
A brief overview of the full process and what to expect.

Step 1: Draw Forth a Story
Identify a clear, personal story to build the song from.

Step 2: Distill into a Poem

S lmpe the Story Into a concise, expressive text.

Step 3: Shape into Lyrics

Find a structure and identify a refrain.

Step 4: Design a Melody
Develop melody from the storyteller’s natural speaking voice.

Step 5: Add Chords

Support the melody with simple harmonic choices.

Step 6: Refine Lyrics
Adapt lyrics to fit the melody and structure.

Step 7: Record & Share

Complete, document, and share the song
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